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Claus left Denmark 15. May. 1889, intending to go to Chicago. June 3, 1889, S/S British King 
arrived Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from Liverpool. On board was Claus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part of a page of a passenger list of SS Britisk King  
 
It is most likely Claus who is listed in the passenger list as Chas Johanson, 42 years old, farm 
labourer, from Denmark, intended for Minnesota. To the Danish authorities he said, that he 
intended to go to Chicago. He may have changed his mind, because his obituary tells that he lived 
in Minnesota for a short time, before moving to Kenosha, WI. 
 
How he got from Denmark to Liverpool, I do not know yet, but a.o. White Star Line sailed from 
Gothenburg and Christiania (Oslo) to Hull. From Hull to Liverpool there were train in 1889.  
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Upon his arrival to K
citizen of the United S
 
This document also te

 
3559 gross tons, length 410.3ft  
Harland & Wolff, Belfast for Britis  
voyage from Liverpool to Philade  
and on 20th Jan.1883 was charte  
Zealand service. After four voyag  
service until making her last voya  
for Guion Line in May 1885. Sold  
New York sailings on 22nd Feb.1  
Eastern Railway and renamed H  
N.R.P.Bonsor, vol.3,p.941] 
BRITISH KING / WERKENDAM / HARBIN 1881 

x beam 39ft, one funnel, four masts, single screw, speed 12 knots. Launched in Jan.1881 by
h Shipowners Ltd, she was chartered to American Line on completion, and sailed on her maiden
lphia on 9th Apr.1881. Her last voyage from Philadelphia to Liverpool started on 29th May 1882
red to the New Zealand Shipping Co and Shaw, Savill & Albion Line for their joint London - New
es, she returned to American Line's Liverpool - Philadelphia run in Dec.1884. She continued this
ge on 6th Nov.1889 with the exception of one Liverpool - Queenstown (Cobh) - New York voyage
 to the Holland America Line in 1889, she was renamed WERKENDAM and started Rotterdam -
890. Her last voyage on this service started 8th Mar.1900 and she was then sold to the Chinese
ARBIN. She was scuttled by the Russians at Port Arthur in 1904. [North Atlantic Seaway by
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enosha, October 28, 1890, he signed a declaration stating his intention to become a 
tates. 

lls that Claus arrived at the port of Philadelphia on Jun 1889.  

http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/lines/american.html
http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/lines/newzealand.html
http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/lines/shaw.html
http://www.theshipslist.com/ships/lines/hollandam.html
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Map from 1884 showing the Midwest 
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Claus’s ½-sister Bodil Marie had immigrated to America in 1882, and from Claus’s obituary I 
know that after he arrived America, he lived for a short time in Minnesota before coming to 
Kenosha, possible because Marie lived there. She might be the reason for Claus to immigrate to 
America.  
Upon his arriving to Kenosha, WI, Claus settled in Pleasant Prairie, a township south of Kenosha, 
and he got a girlfriend, who became his third wife.  
 
On December 31, 1890, he married Ane Kirstine Jensen, in Kenosha.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Copy of the marriage protocol. 
 
Ane Kirstine Jensen was born 24. Mar. 1852, in Døjringe, Munke Bjergby parish, Sorø County, 
daughter of Karen Marie Hansdatter. She was not married, but the father was Jens Andersen 
from Tystrup, Sorø County. Ane was baptized Easter Sunday, 12. Apr. 1852, in Munke Bjergby 
church, Alsted district. 
 
Karen Marie Hansdatter was born 3. Feb. 1822, i Døjringe, Sorø County, and her mother and 
father were not married. In1852 she lived at farmer Jens Christensen in Munke Bjergby.  
 
Ane Kirstine lived her first years at Jens Christensen in Munke Bjergby, but when he died 1. Feb. 
1853, (it is unknown to me what happened to his wife Ane Cathrine) she was taken care of and 
raised by her mother’s parents Hans Christensen and Sidse Hansdatter in Døjringe. Here she 
lived in 1855 and 1860 (censuses). 
She was confirmed 8. Apr. 1866, in Munke Bjergby church. 
 
In 1870 she was 18 years and worked at farmer Rasmus Rasmussen in Døjringe. 
 
In 1876 she had an affair with Niels Jacobsen from Astrup, who became father to her son, born 
18. Jan. 1877, in Munke Bjergby, baptized 23. Feb. 1877, in Munke Bjergby church and named  
Hans Christian Jensen. He was sent to fosterparents, and in 1880 (census), he is 3 years old and 
living with Sofie Hansdatter and Rasmus Kristiansen, in Rude Eskildstrup, Munke Bjergby 
parish. Sofie was Ane’s mother’s sister. Hans Christian died 7 years old, 14. Apr. 1884, in Rude 
Eskildstrup, buried 19. Apr. 1884, in Munke Bjergby church yard.  
 
In 1880 Ane had an affair with cattleman Niels Peder Hansen. He was born 2. Aug. 1847, in 
Vedde, Munke Bjergby parish, son of smallholder Hans Jensen and wife Ane Kirstine Nielsdatter.  
Ane became pregnant, and they decided to get married. They went to the vicar and the marriage 
was planned for 30. Apr. 1880, in Munke Bjergby church. The marriage is noted in the parish 
register, but something went wrong, because the marriage was cancelled 10. Apr. 1880, and the 
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names in the book are crossed over. He became father to her daughter, born 18. Nov. 1880, in 
Munke Bjergby, baptized 19. Dec. 1880, in Munke Bjergby church, Alsted district, and named 
Karen Jensine Hansen. Se part 6.  
 
34 years old, Ane descided to emigrate with her 6 year old Karen. 14. Apr. 1886 she boarded the 
S/S Thingvalla in Copenhagen, together with 348 other emmigrants. Thingvalla sailed via 
Christiania (now Oslo), Norway and arrived in New York, 30. Apr. 1886. To the Danish authorities 
she said she wanted to go to Albert Lea, Minnesota. I assume she had relatives there. Who, I don’t 
know, yet. Albert Lea is located 20 miles west of Austin, 75 miles SE of Mankato, MN.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The "Thingvalla," belonging to the Danish Thin
Copenhagen in 1874. Her details were - leng
single screw and a speed of 10 knots. There w
Launched in Oct.1874, for the "Sailing & Steam
used as a passenger ship before being bought
these owners in April 1880 when she sailed 
collided with and sank the Thingvalla Line ves
damaged in collision with an iceberg and on
Christiania, Christiansand and New York. In 1
commenced her first voyage for these owners
26/5/1900 she commenced her last voyage fro
She was sold to Norwegian owners the same
scrapped. [North Atlantic Seaway by N.R.P.Bon
the old assemblies of the people were held a
passed for the benefit of their commonwealth
centenary of settlement in Iceland. [Posted to T
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S/S Thingvalla 

gvalla Line, was a 2,524 gross ton ship, built by Burmeister & Wain, 
th 300.7ft x beam 37.2ft, one funnel, three masts, iron construction, 
as passenger accommodation for 50-1st, 50-2nd and 900-3rd class. 
ship Co of 1873" of Copenhagen, there is no evidence that she was 

 by the Thingvalla Line in 1880. She commenced her first voyage for 
from Copenhagen to Newcastle and New York. On 14/8/1888 she 

sel "Geiser" with the loss of 105 lives. On 19/5/1890 she was slightly 
 15/9/1898 sailed from Stettin on her last voyage to Copenhagen, 
898 she went to the Scandinavian American Line and on 9/11/1898 
 from Copenhagen to Christiania, Christiansand and New York. On 
m Stettin to Copenhagen, Christiania, Christiansand and New York. 
 year and in September 1903, stranded at Torgfjord, was sold and 
sor, vol.3,p.1050] The ship was named after the field in Iceland where 
ccording to Norse custom and usage, and where resolutions were 
. The year 1874 when the "Thingvalla" was built marked the 10th 

he Ships List by Ted Finch - 13 January 1998]  
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Maybe Claus met Ane in Minnesota, or maybe in Kenosha. The fact is that they moved to 
Kenosha,  WI, where they married 31. Dec. 1890. Claus and Ane settled in the township of 
Pleasant Prairie, south of Kenosha.  

Karl Kristian’s birth registration 

A map from 1873 over the Township Pleasant Prairie south of Kenosha 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Together they had the following children: 
 
Karl Kristian Johansen, born 7 Jun 1893, in Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin, 
Christian Hans Johansen, born 9 Sep 1894, in Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin. 
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Registration for Christian Hans. 
Registration was done in 1917-18. 

The year of his birth is wrong! 
29-Jul-09 
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In 1900 a census was made on 18. Jun, by enumerator H. A. King, and at that time the family 
lived in Pleasant Prairie. 
 

 
 
Claus Johnson is 53 years old, head of the family and living in a rented farm house. He is working 
as  a day labourer. He is pending naturalization, he can read and speak but not write english. 
Ane has now become Anna, and she is 48 years old. She has given birth to 3 children, and 2 of 
these children are living. She may ‘forget’ Hans Christian, born 1877 in Denmark! She can not 
read write or speak  english. 
Hans is 5 years old (born 1894?). 
Karen and Karl Kristian is not with them. Karl is supposed dead shortly after his birth. 
 
Local census made 1. Jun. 1905 in Pleasant Prairie, Kenosha Co., Wisconsin. 
Family no. 34 consists of  
Claus Johnson, 55 years old, in a rented house, married, born in Danmark, doing tilling                   
Stina Johnson, 45 years old, married, born in Danmark. 
Christ Johnson, 11 years old, son, born in Wisconsin. 
 
In 1910 a census was made on 20. Apr, and at that time the family still lived in Pleasant Prairie 
on a road with a name I can’t read.  (possibly Geneva Road?) 
Claus is 63 years old labourer doing tiling. 
Annie is 57 years old and, she is not employed, but she is now able to read and write English.  
Christian is 15 years old working on a farm. 
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Anna died, 67 years old, 7. Jun. 1919, in Kenosha, WI, buried 10. Jun. 1919, on Truesdell 
Cemetery, Kenosha, WI. 
 
Claus is now a widower for third time! 
 
 

Anna’s death certificate.  
The cause of her death was myocarditis, and she is buried in Truesdell Cemetery, 

but on Johnson burial place in Vale Cemetery is a headstone with her name. (below) 
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In 1920 a census was made on 9. Jan., and at that time the family lived in Geneva Road, Pleasant 
Prairie, WI. Anna was died, so Claus lived with Christian in house no. 79, family no. 82. 
Christian is 25 years old, head and owner of the house they are living in.  
Claus is 73 years old and a widower. Their occupation is unreadable. He was not naturalized. 
 
 
Claus died 30. Jul. 1929, 82 years old, in Somers, where he spent his last time at Karen (Ane’s 
daughter) and Julius Swanepoel. Buried 1. Aug. 1929, in Vale Cemetery, Kenosha, WI. His death 
was caused by a blood poison following extraction of 2 teeth. 
 
  

Claus’ death certificate 

Somers Township 
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Claus’s obituaries and headstone in Vale Cemetary, Kenosha, WI 
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